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Message
from the mayor
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The calm sea fills us with wonder, and the views of the satoyama (area between mountain foothills and flatland) soothe the heart. Similarly, Ll ‘i\ﬁﬁuﬁwf ({fﬁ_ﬁuz_\

Bizen-ware pottery evokes in us a passion for history and culture, while the former Shizutani School, established during the Edo period, awakens a E%ﬂ k. RLLVBF W;ﬂt‘.’.)ﬂ@%‘(ﬁi) :
passion for education. In Bizen City, nature and the good old traditional culture are woven into the lives of modern residents. Bizen as a city K@)] 13 EPLRADRER (FK)
overflows with charm and is full of different colors—red, blue, and green—that also happen to be the official colors of Bizen. EZNZTRRLTVET,
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Bizen-ware pottery, fired at very high temperatures over bright red flames, is treasured as the city’s most iconic traditional craft.
Bizen City boasts a 1,000-year history and has produced many Living National Treasures. The Former Shizutani School, believed
to be the world's oldest public school for common people, has been a place of education since the Edo period to the present day
with students and citizens taking part in such activities as, studying the Analects of Confucius. The activity is but one example of
the passion with which the administration of Bizen City has been preserving and passing down the city’s historical heritage and
traditional culture.
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Bizen City, located along the Seto Inland Sea, is renowned for oyster farming. Gomi no Ichi Market, located in the Hinase District
of Bizen, bustles with people from all over the city and beyond in search of fresh seafood, typically oysters in winter and Spanish
mackerel in spring. Additionally, from Setonaikai National Park, one can enjoy the beautiful natural scenery of the Hinase Islands,

which consist of 13 large and small islands. In order to preserve the beauty of the Seto Inland Sea for future generations, a variety
of initiatives are being undertaken to protect the marine environment.
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In Bizen City, where the satoyama scenery is still prominent, the old way of living surrounded by nature never fails to soothe the
soul. In Hattoji Furusato Village of the Yoshinaga area, a village founded around the 1200-year-old Shokyozan Hattoji Temple, is
the Hattoji International Villa, a renovated farmhouse originally built over 130 years ago that offers the chance to experience

traditional Japanese life. In the Bizen and Hinase districts, grapes and oranges are cultivated on hilly terrain with an abundance of
sunlight that produces delicious fruit guaranteed to satisfy.
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Residents speak about the future of Bizen City.
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“What is the appeal of Bizen City? What do you think about living here?”

It’s a place where children can enjoy many activities and sports. While the number of children is few, teachers follow them closely, which is very
reassuring. Locals share the spirit of thinking and working together to make life easier for everyone. There’s a lot of nature, and you can enjoy
fishing and mandarin orange picking. It’'s not unusual to be given mandarin oranges or oysters as gifts by your neighbors. While life in the
countryside presents some inconveniences, fond memories of growing up around nature will make you want to come back to your hometown as an
adult.
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“What kind of town do you want Bizen City to be?”
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| would like for the local fishing and agriculture industries to thrive. We already have the groundwork of a child-friendly living environment, and |
would like to see it extended throughout the town. | would also like the town to be friendly not only to children but also to adults. | would like to see
our temples become familiar places where people get together. For example, | think it would be great if we could be closer to mothers who feel the
loneliness of raising children by themselves. | think Bizen City offers a very fulfilling environment for children up to elementary school age. | wish
there were more spaces for junior and senior high school students and that there were more occasions for parents to relax. It would be nice if there
were facilities where junior and senior high school students could have fun, and | wish we could create more working opportunities for adults, raise

employment rates, and bring more people to the city.

My job is to design and create websites, and | would like to see places throughout the city where they teach these skills and train human resources

skilled at using the Internet.
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